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Abstract 

It is known that fundamental higher education is one of the foundations of successful socio-economic and 
socio-political development of modern states. An important component of the process of integration of the 
Russian Federation into the world community, which has been taking place in recent years, is the 
construction of effective interaction between the domestic and European educational systems, which causes 
legitimate interest among researchers and requires a deep and comprehensive study of a whole range of 
problems. Both the problem and its actual side, despite the existing work, are far from being exhausted. 
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I. INTRODUCTION 

The relevance of the article is determined by the fact that in recent years Russian historical science is 
experiencing a qualitatively new stage in its development, associated, first of all, with the conceptual 
rethinking of many aspects of national history of the second half of the 90s of the XX century, the beginning 
of the XXI century, in which the history of formation and implementation integration educational processes in 
the Russian Federation and European states in terms of comparative analysis, their experience, problems 
and prospects occupies one of the important places. 

In the new political, legal and economic situation, the question of creating an effective system for training 
highly qualified personnel in the Russian Federation has become acute. Its solution is impossible without 
taking into account the world, and, in particular, European experience, which makes the topic of the article 
modern and practically in demand. The Russian Federation joined the process of forming a common 
European area of higher education in 2003 at a stage when European countries accumulated fifty years of 
experience of cooperation in this area. In this regard, the relevance of the problem, its scientific and practical 
significance is an analysis of the main directions, stages, forms, methods, approaches to integration 
cooperation in the historical period under study. 

II. METHODOLOGY 

The methodological basis of the article is the principles of historical science: historicism, objectivity, 
comprehensiveness of study, reliability, which make it possible to see historical processes in their real 
development and interconnection, to conduct a comprehensive analysis and assessment of facts. The 
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principle of historicism is the traditional principle of historical research, which requires a specific study of 
social phenomena in their development and change, a comprehensive study of the connection and 
interrelation of each of these elements with others. The principle of objectivity makes it possible to 
understand the basic values, as well as to consider and analyze the positive and negative phenomena of the 
historical process in the modernization of Russian and European higher education.  

III. RESULTS 

The historical prerequisites for the internationalization and globalization of higher professional education 
were determined in the 1990s. and the initial period of the XXI century, not only by external geopolitical 
factors, but also by national socio-economic and historical contexts, necessary opportunities, resources and 
priorities. Thus, the internationalization of higher education in an increasing number of countries, including 
the Russian Federation, is becoming the object and subject of a purposeful policy on the part of the state 
aimed at solving specific domestic political, social and financial problems. An analysis of the approaches, 
mechanisms and experience of both the Russian Federation and European states that are most successfully 
implementing the policy of internationalization can certainly be useful in the further development of tools for 
implementing the strategy of internationalization of higher professional education both in European countries 
and in the Russian Federation. 

Globalization in higher professional education and the transition to a knowledge society place new and 
significant demands on universities as centers of knowledge. Research in this area is a critical activity. It is 
known that the educational process has long been international in nature, its internationalization is 
significantly accelerating. International relations in the field of education and university science, due to the 
availability of communications in the form of publications, conferences, the use of information and 
communication technologies and networks within the university community, as well as the quality of teaching 
and research personnel, assessed in accordance with international standards, should, as shown in article, 
first of all, to be developed by universities. These tendencies are increasingly manifested in such large 
Russian universities as Moscow State University. Lomonosov, Peoples' Friendship University of Russia, St. 
Petersburg State University, etc. 

The effect of the globalization of the educational process is that the academic profession itself is becoming 
more mobile and extremely competitive in the international market for faculty and researchers. The result is 
the organized migration of scientists and, as a consequence, the "brain drain". The new role of universities 
as “centers of knowledge” and progressive teaching methods extends not only to science and pedagogy, but 
also to other functions. Universities are called upon to take more responsibility for the development of society 
and culture in general, to participate as mediators in conflicts, deepen democracy, and function as centers of 
critical discussion and moral conscience. The high degree of universally recognized requirements for 
universities creates a certain tension in them and encourages them to be more professional and better 
managed. 

Since the mid-1990s. and especially at the beginning of the XXI century. the systems of higher professional 
education of the Russian Federation and the countries of the European Union have become the field of the 
most active formation and implementation of integration educational processes, the introduction of new 
approaches and priorities in higher professional education in accordance with the needs of the economy and 
society of a particular state. Many innovations in this area are associated with the modernization of 
continuous multi-level professional education and the development of national educational systems in Russia 
and European countries, with the process of diversification of higher professional education, etc. These and 
other innovations in higher education in the Russian Federation and the EU countries are largely the same 
and are a consequence of the modernization of its legal framework and a significant update of educational 
concepts, the result of joint activities of the Russian and European university community, the initiative of 
leaders, specialists and teaching staff. 

The authors believe that the most important tasks of modernizing the system of higher professional 
education in Russia are its restoration and recovery on the basis of the latest achievements of European 
higher education, that is, the withdrawal of Russian higher professional education from the crisis of the 
1990s. to the level of advanced European states; rational combination of Russian and European higher 
education; its reforming with the transition to horizontal structures of educational process management, 
taking into account the best practices of European universities; an increase in the quality of education and 
the level of training of highly qualified specialists based on modern European technologies, etc. 

Analysis of new approaches and priorities of the Russian Federation and European states in the educational 
policy of the period under study allows us to conclude that it is possible to extend the existing innovative 
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experience to the entire world system of higher professional education, taking into account the 
characteristics of each individual country. 

IV. CONCLUSION 

For the successful integration of Russian higher education into the European system of higher education, it 
is necessary, according to the authors, firstly, to bring the list of training directions and specialties of higher 
professional education into line with the European one; secondly, to achieve the alignment of qualification 
requirements for specialists with higher professional education in the industry with the qualification 
characteristics contained in the state educational standards of higher professional education for the 
preparation of bachelors, graduates and masters; third, to improve the methodology of modular construction 
of educational programs of higher professional education; fourth, introduce a generally accepted credit 
system similar to ECT8; fifthly, to achieve the conformity of the system of final documents with the all-
European one; sixth, to make the procedure for certification of educational programs effective as the most 
important aspect of the education quality assurance system; seventh, to increase academic mobility. 
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